
 

NYANDARUA

COUNTY

 BUNGE BULLETIN
 

WEEK ONE  29TH- 5TH AUGUST  ISSUE NO 010 I I
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THE ABERDARE RANGES, OUR LANDMARK

BY KINYUA CHEGE AND WAMBUI MUIGAI

When you think of the Aberdares, what comes into your mind is the magnificence of the ranges, little streams

When you think of the Aberdares, what comes into your mind is the magnificence of the ranges, little streams
meandering through the mountains gracefully, the variety of birds and plant species and the tall trees with
beautiful canopies.
What you might not know is that the Aberdare ranges are actually a major landmark in the County. The
Aberdare ranges are located in Nyandarua County on the western part of central Kenya, and close to the
Equator.
They are a stretch of 160 Km in length and an altitude estimated to be around 13,000ft above sea level, with
their deep, v- shaped valleys intersected by streams, rivers and water falls.  
Kikuyu community called these mountains, Nyandarua- a place of drying hides, for their Silhouette, long
before Joseph Thomas, in 1884, named them after Lord Aberdare, President of the Royal Geographical
Society.
To the east of the ranges are fertile farming lands where dwellers cultivate cash crops like pyrethrum, and
food crops such as potatoes, cabbages, maize and beans carrots, kales, tomatoes and peas.
Farmers in the county near the ranges also engage in dairy farming, sheep rearing, beef production as well
as poultry farming while the west, the range falls steeply away into the Rift Valley and offer superb view of
Lake Naivasha and distant Mau Escarpment.
The Eastern side of steep hillsides tend to attract more wild animals despite being misty, rainy and very cold.
The Aberdare forest is home to a multitude of elephant, buffalo, and giant forest hog. The Aberdare ranges
also shelter leopard and a golden cat. Black and white Columbus monkeys are easily seen, as are water
duck Reeder.
Far more than simply a wonderful wildlife area, the Aberdares are also a vital water catchment area with the
rain forest feeding most of the local area and the city of Nairobi from its rivers and streams.
Bird viewing is a big attraction with more than 250 species recorded including Jackson`s francolin, sparrow,
African goshawk, Eagles, Sunbird and Plowers.
The Aberdare Range National Park is 767 square Kilometres and contains the two heights peaks Lesatima
at 13,120 feet and Kinangop at 12,816 feet. The park is protected.
Due to its attitude the Aberdare Park has a climate closer to that of Europe than of the tropic.
They say knowledge is power and that knowledge is the life of a mind. Now when a discussion on the
Aberdares comes up you should be able to contribute.
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WATER, TOURISM, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL

RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETS 3M WATER

PROJECT LEADERSHIP

Two MCAs- Hon. Samuel Njatha (Engineer Ward) and Hon. Hussein kassana (Magumu Ward)
represented the Assembly’s Water, Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources Committee in a meeting
convened to probe how 3M Water Project is managed.
The project officials led by its chairman Mr. George Matu recounted achievements of the project since it
started.
It has a membership of 1,265 people drawn from three sub-locations namely Mumui, Mkungi and Mikaro in
Murungaru Ward.
The members have bought several parcels of land to build tanks for distribution of water and six tanks are
already complete and in use.
3M is an acronym representing Mumui, Mkungi and Mikaro areas.
The chairman thanked the County Government through representation of their MCA Hon. Kariuki Muchiri
for aiding them in construction of some of the tanks.
However, they are facing various challenges. Mr. Muchemi, the project treasurer cited political interference
as one of the key hindrances to the project’s growth.
In their response as to why they cannot lower their subscription fee from Kshs. 10,500 to Kshs. 5,000 in
order to accommodate more members, they vehemently refused saying the decision for the subscription
charges had been agreed upon by majority of the membership.
The MCAs present urged the project committee to organize a meeting with stakeholders with a view of
reviewing down the water services subscription fee.
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THE STATUS

OF NDINDA-

MURUNGARU

-KIRIMA

ROAD

““The department

should also ensure

that bumps are

erected on various

trading centers and

learning institutions

along the road,” 

-Hon. Mary Wanjau-

Specially elected Member Hon. Mary Wanjau last
week sought a statement on behalf of Murungaru
Ward MCA, Hon Kariuki Muchiri, on the status of
Ndinda- Murungaru-Kirima road.
The road is said to lack a pavement structure,
and this prevents vehicles running on the road
from picking and dropping passengers at
designated areas.
She therefore urged the Chairperson in charge of
Transport, Energy and Public Works Hon. Mbogo
Mburu to provide information on what measures
the CECM in charge of the relevant department
Hon. Ndung’u Wangenye is taking to ensure all
the lacking structures are put in place.
The road is currently being improved to bitumen
standards by National Government through the
Kenya Rural Roads Authority.

Hon Mary Wanjau seeking a statement in the
assembly
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HON. SAMBIGI WANTS TO

KNOW THE STATUS OF

MUHONIA WATER

PROJECT IN TURASHA.

Githioro Ward MCA, Hon. Simon Sambigi Mukuria last week sought a
statement on the status of Muhonia Water Project which is situated in his
Ward.
He wants to understand through the Chairperson of Water, Environment,
Tourism and Natural Resources Committee, Hon. Samuel Mathu, the
project’s assets and liabilities, financial status, the number of people
connected to the project, if they hold their Annual General Meetings and
the registration fee payable to the society.
This came in the wake of alleged to be mismanagement, funds
misappropriation and lack transparency in the project.
This project is registered under the Societies Act and is usually funded by
the County Government of Nyandarua.
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ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF

RESOURCES IN THE COUNTY

Nyandarua County Assembly last week expressed its disappointment by failure of the County
Executive to procure and install electricity transformers in the County.
Nyandarua is one of the counties with the lowest electricity connectivity in the country.
Leshau Pondo MCA, Hon. Gathungu Kamau noted that most of the wards have no transformers.
“We moved our allocation for roads in order to get transformers yet we have nothing to show for
that,’’ said Hon. Gathungu.
Gathaara Ward MCA, Hon. Andrew Kariuki urged the Committee on Transport, Energy and Public
Works to confirm that every ward in the County was allocated money for transformers.
“How comes only one ward gets an advantage of having transformers yet there are 25 wards in the
County?” he wondered.
Rurii Ward MCA, Hon. Mburu Githinji, urged the County Government to speed up the process of
installation of transformers in all the wards.
Specially elected MCA, Hon. Joseph Waithera has blamed the County government for lack of
implementation of House resolutions.
 
“It becomes a huge problem when the House makes recommendations and they are not
implemented. This reduces this Honorable house to a rubber stamp,” he said.
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