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Assembly committee on Youth, Sports and the Arts' visit to Karangatha Stadium
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RAY OF HOPE AS ASSEMBLY PASSES THE COUNTY

TRADE FUND REGULATIONS (2019)

Nyandarua County Assembly last week approved the County Trade Fund Regulations (2019).
This is a statutory instrument that will serve as a guide for operationalization of the County Trade Fund Act
(2019).
 It therefore means that a budgetary allocation of Kshs. 15 million (Biashara fund) that has for the past
three years been reallocated to other functions for lack of disbursement law, will be up for grabs.
The Assembly’s Delegated Legislation Committee Chairperson Hon. John Mburu urged the County Executive
Committee
 Member in charge of Trade, Industrialization and Cooperative Development move in with speed and
operationalize the Trade Fund.
The fund is intended to support businesspersons and business-oriented groups in Nyandarua through loans.
According to the act, amount to be loaned out shall range from Ksh.50, 000 to Ksh.300,000.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The money will be issued on first come first serve basis and equitability principle will be adhered to when
distributing the fund across wards.
The amount to be given will be based on the length of time the group/business has been in existence, the
amount contributed by the group for the capital, the proposed business plan and the form of security
provided.
There will be an administrative fee for the fund to a maximum of one per cent and the interest rate shall be
determined at the beginning of every financial year.
 
 
I

"Several youth groups across
Nyandarua were issued with various

business equipment during this year’s
International Youth Day and these

regulations will hence promote their
businesses even further,”

-Hon. Mburu-
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ASSEMBLY SPORTS

COMMITTEE EVALUATES

DEVELOPMENT

OF COUNTY STADIA

The Assembly Committee on Youth, Sports and the Arts last week visited various stadiums and sporting
grounds in the County with a view of accessing their development progress with reference to their budget
allocation.
This visit was in regard to the oversight role of the County Assembly, on implementation of projects by the
County Government.
The stadiums visited included Rurinja in Njabini Kiburu Ward, Karangatha in Nyakio Ward, Geta stadium and
Mirangine stadium.
Among the greatest challenges noted was lack of maintenance of the washrooms. Githabai MCA, Hon. Rimui
Kaiyani, who also chairs the committee called for urgent clean-up of the washrooms, noting they pose a
great danger to the residents.
"The County Government health officers should take it upon themselves and ensure that the stadium
washrooms are cleaned and made user friendly in every way," he added.
Njabini Kiburu MCA, Hon. Kiiru Gachomba requested for construction of changing rooms and installation of a
razor wire fence since the perimeter wall is too short.a perimeter fence, yet money for the same had been
allocated in the budget. 
Other sporting grounds like Karangatha in Nyakio lackl a perimeter fence, yet money for the same
had been allocated in the budget.Itwas also noted that Geta stadium in Geta Ward is poorly- partially fenced.
In Mirangine, the levelling and fencing of the sports stadium is yet to kick off. However, Mirangine MCA, Hon.
Samuel Mathu informed the committee that the sporting ground has an area set aside for tree nurseries
We thought it prudent to set aside an area where our youth can have tree nurseries to help them grow
economically," he said.
 
 



“If your pictures aren’t good enough, you are not close enough”. These words spoken by Manny Ortiz- a
Swedish celebrated photographer are the ones that triggered my interest in photography.
As a matter of fact, taking pictures is savoring life intensely- every hundredth of a second. The best thing
about a picture is  that once taken it never changes, not even when the people in it do. It is therefore
important to note that when we say you are taking a photograph; you are actually making it in every sense
of word.
Creativity oozes from a desire to express ourselves, to verbalize our experiences, thoughts, ideas and
what fascinates us about the world.
However, there is agony in getting started in any creative pursuit, and this is no different in photography.
Many entrants in career of photography tend to think that the camera and its accessories is all that matter
In the real sense however, to be become a good photographer and a great one for that matter, one has to
be creative and ambitious; should have an eye for detail; should be patient and flexible; and should have
good interpersonal skills and passion.
The most important element of a good photograph is its ability to communicate with the viewer. It should
be able to tell a story through its subject matter, and this is the reason why some photographs rank
higher than others in terms of value.
I often look at other photographers’ images from the places I have been and I ask myself how they chose
the angle in which they took their photograph. 
My role model photographer says that the most important element of a good photograph is the ability to
trigger emotional response from its viewers.
The most critical factor of photography that people tend to forget is lighting. Lighting is adjusted through
the photography triangle- the shutter, the aperture and the ISO. By understanding usage of these features
and acquiring their manipulation skills, your photography journey becomes amazing.
One thing I know is that in photography, there is a notion that taking bad pictures is prohibited. However, in
my experience, human is to error and even the most experienced photographers sometimes take bad
photographs which are passed off. 
You should never fear causing mistakes because you learn through them and become a better
photographer every day.
Let me surprise you. Imagine the first 10,000 photos that you take are your worst!
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THE FIRST 10,000 PHOTOS YOU TAKE ARE

YOUR WORST! JUST IMAGINE

 

 

 

 

 

BY BRETT MUNDIA

 



4

LET’S  EMBRACE SUGAR BEET FARMING

BY KINYUA CHEGE

 

Nyandarua County is set to introduce sugar beet farming (Beta vulgaris) as an alternative to sugarcane at a
time when the sugar industry in the country is fighting for survival.
n so doing, the County will manage a litany of crises that have continued to afflict the sugar sector. Sugar
deficit in the country stands at around 200,000 tonnes annually according to the Ministry of Agriculture.
Kenya produces about 600, 000 tonnes of sugar a year, compared with annual consumption of 800,000
tonnes. The solution to his recurring challenge remains elusive despite various interventions.
Sugar beet has been grown in Nyandarua County in the past. For over 60 years, European settlers grew it for
animal feeds.
The sugar beet takes six months to mature unlike sugar cane which takes 18-24 months. It is a root crop and
flourishes in relatively temperate climates unlike sugarcane which does well in tropical climates.
A good yield of beet root is obtained when the climate has been mild throughout the growing period. A mature
sugar beet is about one foot long and weighs between one and two kilograms.
The root of the beet contains 75 per cent water and around 20 per cent sugar, while the remaining five per cent
is pulp. The sugar in the beet gives it its primary value as a cash crop.
The pulp part which is insoluble in water mainly contains cellulose, hemicellulose, lignin, and pectin, and is
used as an animal feed.
The ideal soil for growing sugar beet is loam rich in humus, deep and homogeneous, having appropriate
adhesion and mild moisture holding capacity.
Russia is the largest producer of sugar beets followed by France, Germany and the US in that order. Sugar
beet crop is the largest source of sugar in temperate climatic countries.
Sugar from beets was first produced in Germany in 1747 by a chemist, Andreas Marggrof, before other
European countries joined in and produced in large scale for commercial purposes.
In raw form, sugar beet is commonly used as human food. The beet contains sucrose which is widely used as
a pure high energy food.. Since time immemorial, the beet pulps which is a by-product has always been used
as a livestock feed.
 
 
 
 
 

Molasses which is yet another by-product is used in the manufacture of alcohol, pharmaceutical products and
food baking ingredients.
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