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THE PUNGUZA MIZIGO’S HOSTILE RECEPTION IN

NYANDARUA

As the Public Participation on the Punguza Mizigo (Constitutional Amendment) Bill, 2019 came to a close in the County
on Friday, it became evident that Nyandarua could be against the bill if the turnout was a true representation of the
County, and if the views presented are the honest opinion of Wanjiku.
The exercise was spearheaded by the Assembly’s Committee on Legal Affairs,Labour and Intergovernmental Relations
whose chairperson is Karau Ward MCA Hon Ken Mukira.
Residents who opposed it largely dwelt on the issues of full decentralization of devolved functions, amalgamation of
constituencies, the President’s salary and lack of amendment clause.
One of the residents at Kasuku trading centre in Weru Ward, a Mr. Waweru, noted that a sector like agriculture is a
devolved function according to the Constitution, but so much has still been left with the National Government.
He also noted that the bill has not provided for ts own amendment and this hinders Kenyans from addressing its grey
areas.“Kenyans have only two options on this bill to eject or accept it wholesomely. There is no room for amendment of
any of its parts or sections,” said Mr. Waweru.
Another resident Mr. Jeff Kuria who expressed his support for the Bill noted that if it gets a nod from the MCAs and later
the Parliament, more resources will be channeled to the grassroot.
A section of residents of Weru Ward also wondered why the promoter of the bill Dr. Ekuru Aukot did not wait for the
promoters of the Building Bridges Initiative (BBI) to prepare their legislative proposal so that the two documents could be
compared. 
The residents also resisted a section in the bill which provided that any individuals adversely mentioned in public
inquiries and audit reports be barred from holding any public or state office.
They said this is a loop hole that can be used to bring down leaders for political and personal gains. They affirmed that
only a person found guilty should be barred from holding a public office.
Leaders present during the Oljoro Orok public participation in Weru ward included the area MCA, Hon. Mbogo Mburu
and Vice chairperson of the Committee Hon. Salome Gathoni.
 
 

“The bill intimates that once

the constitution is amended, a

substantial amount of

development funds shall be

allocated to every Ward.

Through this, economic

development will be realized

very fast,” 
-kuria-
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It also proposes that each of the 47 counties should be constituency for the purposes of parliamentary
elections to the Senate and National Assembly. They noted that the county is too big to be represented by
two elected leaders, and added that the constituencies should remain as a small unit of representation in the
National government. Mr. Evans Kamiti, a resident of Mairo inya Township in Kiriita Ward said that a single
seven-year term presidency is likely to promote impunity.
“The elected President may rule with an iron fist, because he/she will not seek reelection,” said Mr. Evan. He
said that the current Article that gives the President power to lead for two five-year terms should remain.
Another resident of Mairo Inya, Mr. Gabriel Thumbi, while presenting his views said the bill was good but it
had grey areas which its promoter Dr. Ekuru Aukot could have considered before presenting it to the house.
Another section of residents said there is no point of amending the constitution, adding that those who want
to amend are doing it for personal gain.
The Thirdway Alliance leader, Dr. Aukot, proposes eduction of wastage, promotion of inclusivity, spurring
development at the grassroot and promoting accountability.
The MCAs present during the public participation forum were the Chairperson of the Assembly’s Committee
on Legal Affairs, Labour
and Intergovernmental Relations Hon. Kenn Mukira, the Vice Chairperson Hon. Salome Gathoni, Kiriita Ward
MCA Hon. Justus Gaita, Hon. Reuben Gitau (Shamata ward) and Specially elected MCAs Hon. Esther
Mwangi and Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu.
 
 

A section of residents of Ndaragwa sub county in Nyandarua pointed out the issue of the President’s
salary, collapsing of all county constituencies into one and proposed veto powers of the Senate as the
main reasons why they are opposing the Punguza Mizigo (Constitutional Amendment) Bill 2019.
The residents are also unhappy with introduction of a single seven-year term for the President.
While presenting their views to the Assembly’s  Committee on Legal Affairs, Labour and
Intergovernmental Relations in Shamata Ward, the residents said the bill should have provided direction
on enumeration of all elected leaders.
The bill proposes that the President should receive a maximum salary of Kshs. 500,000 while a Member
of Parliament should be receiving Kshs. 300,000. It is however silent on the payment of all the other
elected leaders and state officers all other elected officers.
.

OUR REASONS

FOR REJECTING

PUNGUZA MIZIGO-

NDARAGWA

RESIDENTS



Majority of residents who showed up for public participation in Mirangine Ward at Mirangine Catholic Church
were opposed to the Punguza Mizigo (Constitutional Amendment) Bill, 2019.
A section of those who presented their views to the Assembly’s Committee on Legal Affairs, Labour and
Intergovernmental Relations took issue with the proposed reduction of independent commissions.
“All independent commissions are very important and should not be scrapped,” said Mr. Bandia Njuguna, a
local resident. Another resident Mr. Daniel Mburu said the bill was unrealistic in setting 45 days for
prosecution and subsequent processing of corruption cases to conclusion.
“Corruption is a complex matter and giving it a prosecution limit of 45 days will create room for shoddy
investigations that will eventually lead to collapse of cases,” said Mburu.
Mr. Mwangi Kariuki, also resident, rejected the bill on the basis of the one seven-year term presidency.
However, another resident, Mr. John Maina, supported the bill saying that by abolishing the nominated seats,
the government shall reduce the wage bill and money saved shall be channeled to development.
While in Karau Ward, a local resident Mr. Simon Waweru said elective posts should not be reduced since they
only consume one per cent of the current three trillion budget.
“By reducing the seats, you kill devolution, the biggest promise of the constitution,” said Waweru. The MCAs
present during the public participation forums included the Committee Chairman Hon. Kenn Mukira, the
Committee Vice Chairperson Hon. Salome Gathoni, Kiriita Ward MCA Hon. Justus Gaita, Hon. Suleiman
Kihika (Kanjuiri Ridge) and Specially elected MCAs Hon. Wanjiku Muhoho and Hon. Mary waithera.
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PUNGUZA MIZIGO: MIRANGINE RESIDENTS’ TAKE

 

 

“If other leaders will be elected after five years and the President after seven

years, the arrangement will keep the country in a campaign mood forever, and

this is not good for a struggling economy like ours” 
-KARIUKI-
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PUNGUZA MIZIGO IN KIPIPIRI

The Assembly Committee on Legal Affairs, Labour and Intergovernmental Relations led by its Chairperson
Hon. Kenn Mukira was on
Thursday in Kipipiri Sub county in Nyandarua, to gather views of the local residents on Punguza Mizigo
(Constitutional Amendment) Bill, 2019 which aims at making 29 amendments to the constitution
Kipipiri Constituency Manager Mr. Maina Gakuo opposed the bill on the basis of the proposed reduction of
constituencies. “As a matter of fact, Nyandarua needs an extra constituency in Kinangop since residents from
the south have been traveling all the way to Engineer to seek government services provided at the
constituency headquarters,” said Gakuo.
He further said the burden is being passed to Wanjiku who shall then be forced to use more resources to
reach their leaders if the constituencies are abolished.
A resident of Miharati Township, Mr. John Muchiri, added that abolishing of seats of the nominated
representatives will help to off load Kenyans the extra taxes.
Mr. Machithi Machithi, a resident who opposed the bill said abolishing of the seats and collapsing
constituencies in counties goes against the principle of One person, One vote.The bill proposes that for the
purposes of parliamentary elections to the Senate and the National Assembly, each of the 47
counties shall double up as a constituency.
“It is unfair for a County like Nairobi with more than two million voters to be represented the same way with
another County like Lamu with less than one hundred thousand voters,” said Machithi.
Another resident Mr. John Muchiri while expressing his dissatisfaction wondered what could be the rationale
of making the Senate superior to the National Assembly yet their members are representing the same
constituency.
Ms. Joy Wambui said removing the nominated seats in Parliament and county assemblies shall have an
adverse effect on women in the
Country.
“This bill has failed to address the gender parity problem in the Senate as it has done in the National
Assembly where each county will be electing one man and one woman. With that, I reject the bill,” said
Wambui.
Other leaders present during the public participation forum included the Committee Vice Chairperson Hon.
Salome  Gathoni, the House Majority Chief Whip Hon. Wangari Methu and the area MCA for Kipipiri Hon.
Paul Ngeche
 



PUNGUZA MIZIGO PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

CONCLUDED IN KINANGOP

The Assembly’s Committee on Legal Affairs, Labour and Intergovernmental Relations concluded its five-day
public participation exercise which took place across the County in Kinangop Sub county.
Like in all the other places, the Punguza Mizigo bill triggered mixed reactions, though majority who
contributed were against it.
At Njabini Catholic hall, Mr. John Kimama opposed the Bill on the ground that it introduces use of the
national Identification Card (ID) as a voter’s card, saying it will encourage multiple voting by ndividuals.
At Engineer Catholic hall, Mr. Gachuhi Wambui supported use of the ID in elections, saying that this will
advance the freedom of the right to vote. Mr. Wambui also added that prosecution of corruption cases in 45
days is possible.
“In 2017 general election, the presidential petition was heard and determined in less than three weeks, I
wonder why some people say this will be impossible in corruption cases,” Mr. Wambui wondered.
Mr. David Mwaura from Magumu opposed the bill on the basis of removal of the Deputy Governor’s seat
" The cost of conducting a by-election in a whole county is very costly. It therefore means that this bill is
self-defeating in the sense that it is plunging the country into unnecessary costs which it is purporting to
cut,” said Mwaura.
The committee will then compile a report based on its findings, and then table it in the House for debate and
adoption. For this bill to sail through to a referendum, it must be passed by at least 24 county assemblies in
the country.
Leaders present during the forum included the Committee chairman Hon. Kenn Mukira, his vice Hon.
Salome Gathoni and Leader of
the Majority Party in the House Hon. Wambugu King’ori.
The other leaders present were Engineer Ward MCA Hon. Samuel Njatha and specially elected MCAs Hon.
Wanjiku Muhoho, Hon. Margaret Ireri and Hon. Margaret Ndung'u.
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ASSEMBLY INTERVENES AS OLJORO OROK

CHURCHES, ECDE CENTRES ARE EMBROILED

IN LAND TUSSLE

The Committee on Lands, Physical Planning and Urban Development yesterday toured Oljoro Orok Sub
County to investigate causes of land tussles among some churches and ECDE centers.
Magumu MCA, Hon Hussein Kassana who also chairs the Committee expressed his displeasure on the
conflicts between some sections of the community and places of worship.
“It is very wrong for the church and the community to have bad blood especially when they are neighbours,”
he said.
“Often you find that the churches comprise of members from the community whose children attend the public
ECDEs,” added Hon.Kassana.
Among the institutions facing land tussles were Kangui ECDE with P.C.E.A Kangui church; Madaraka
primary school ECDE center with Seventh Day Adventist Church; and Oljoro Orok ECDE with ACK Oljoro
Orok church.
The probe follows a statement sought by Weru Ward MCA, Hon. Mbogo Mburu on the status of land set
aside for ECDEs in his Ward.
Hon. Mbogo was concerned that the ongoing land tussles hinder development of the ECDE centres.
“Every year, money is allocated for development of these ECDE facilities but it ends up being reallocated
elsewhere because of these conflicts and hence our children have been suffering” said Hon. Mbogo.
Communities living in the area are now calling for urgent government intervention. The Committee assured
the residents that action will be taken.
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