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Making Nyandarua Better

Wiping Out Illicit Brews, Moderating
Legitimate Drinking, 

Making Nyandarua Better
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NYANDARUA COUNTY ALCOHOLIC DRINKS CONTROL BILL
(2019)

 
Alcohol drinking is an age-old culture of almost all
nations in the world. In fact, it is deeply embedded
in our culture as Kenyans, Nyandaruans and
Africans.   
No cultural ceremony- celebration of childbirth, rites
of passage, dowry ceremonies, weddings, burials,
name them, could happen without taking of either
the traditional brews or the modern brands of beer.
Though religion has significantly reduced the rate of
consumption, it is still mentioned or literally taken in
these ceremonies, a clear indication that its
significance still stands.
Further, contribution of the beer industry to the
economy of the country through tax and Corporate
Social Responsibility activities cannot be gainsaid.

The Emergence of Illicit Brews
However a few years ago, there emerged a new
generation of liquor that has continued to ruin
nearly a whole generation of young people, and
hence eroding the goodness of beer.
The whole problem has now been compounded by
excessive consumption of the legitimate beer for
various reasons, and the widespread sale and
consumption of intoxicating drugs of all types.
As a result, deaths have been reported, homes
have been broken, people have turned blind and
children headed families have increased to mention
just but a few.
With these realities, the County Government of
Nyandarua passed an Alcoholic Drinks Control Act
in 2014 with a view of curbing infiltration of this
liquor that had caused so much suffering to our
people.    
This law has been operational, but has had its
shortcomings and therefore not been able to
manage and control consumption of alcohol, bring
sanity in the beer industry and serve the people of
Nyandarua as anticipated.

A few months ago, the County Government
presented a legislative proposal- The
Nyandarua County Alcoholic Drinks Control Bill
(2019) to the County Assembly with a view of
repealing the law of 2014. It is believed that the
upcoming law will resonate with the interests of
the people.
The Speaker of the Assembly Hon. Wahome
Ndegwa directed that it be committed to the
Assembly Committee on Education, Gender
Affairs, Culture and Social Services, which was
supposed to subject it to public participation in
accordance with the Constitution of Kenya
(2010).
For the whole of last week, the committee led
by its chairman who is also the MCA for Githioro
Ward Hon. Sambigi Mukuria held public
participation forums to collect views and note
feelings of wananchi and stakeholders of the
beer industry with regard to the proposal.
The committee received memorandums from
Nyandarua Recreation and Entertainment
Association (which is an association for bar
owners), The Kenya Breweries Limited and the
Nyandarua Residents Association.

The new Alcohol Law
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Hon. Sambigi Mukuriah, the chairman of the commitee
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Kinangop
The series of public participation forums
kicked off on Monday 3rd June 2019 at
Engineer Catholic Hall, Kinangop Sub County,
where the County Chairman of Nyandarua
Recreation and Entertainment Association, Mr.
Kariu Ng'ang'a, expressed dissatisfaction on
the way the County Government inspects their
business premises and urged it to set a
specific period when it will be carrying out the
exercise.

“We shall come up with a formula which
the County Government can use to reduce
the number of bars and present it to the
office of the County Assembly clerk,”-
County Chairman of Nyandarua Recreation
and Entertainment Association, Mr Kairu.

The bar owners also lamented that the County
Government has not issued them with
licenses which they applied for in 2018, saying
this has caused them a lot of suffering in the
hands of law enforcers.
The Chairman of the Assembly Committee
Hon. Sambigi urged them to prepare evidence
to this effect and forward it to the office of the
Clerk of the Assembly. This evidence will form
part of the report that will be presented to the
House by the Committee for debate and
adoption.
The bar owners lawyer Mr. Kamau Karanja
urged MCAs to harmonize provisions of the
bill with respect to fines imposed on those who
will break it with what the national alcohol law
provide.
“While the national law provides for a fine of
Kshs. 500 for drunkardness and disorderly,
the bill proposes a fine of Kshs. 2,000,” he
noted.

Kipipiri
In Kipipiri, the Sub County bar owners
Association Chairman, Mr. Sammy Karanja,
noted that sections 15, 16 and 17 were
missing in the bill, raising concerns that there
could be a possibility of introducing other
provisions that may not be subjected to public
participation.

In Kipipiri, the Sub County bar owners
Association Chairman, Mr. Sammy
Karanja, noted that sections 15, 16 and 17
were missing in the bill, raising concerns
that there could be a possibility of
introducing other provisions that may not
be subjected to public participation.
 
He further told the committee that many
bars in the County are within a radius of
300 meters from existing learning
institutions, and urged the County
Government to consider building walls
around the institutions instead of closing
down the bars.
“The wines and spirits stalls should be
compelled to be selling their drinks in
wholesale to licensed bar businesses as a
way of preventing people from drinking
during the hours not permitted by law,”
Karanja proposed.
The MCAs present led by their chairperson
Hon. Sambigi Mukuria urged all
stakeholders with interest in pubs business
to form an association that will facilitate
their engagements with the County
government.
They also told the residents present that
the new law aims at bettering their
businesses but not destroying them.
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Ndaragwa
In Ndaragwa sub County, Mr. Peter Ndung’u
Rukwaro who is the County Vice Chairman of
the bar owners association urged the County
Government to ensure that the license fees
conform to provisions of the County Finance
Act (2019).
“The County Government should consider
lowering the license fees for Persons Living
with Disabilities who are in the alcohol
business,” Rukwaro proposed.
The MCAs present asked the bar owners to
fulfil requirements of the law to avoid
nuisance of some corrupt law enforcement
officers who take advantage of their
circumstances to harass them.

Oljoro Orok
In Oljoro Orok Sub County, the bar owners called
upon the County Governor H.E Francis Kimemia to
nominate the Chairman of the Nyandarua Recreation
and Entertainment Association to the County
Alcoholic Drinks Management and Control Board.
They then added that the nominee should then be
vetted by the County Assembly to ascertain his/ her
suitability before appointment to the board.
The alcohol traders also proposed that Deputy
County Commissioners be replaced with MCAs in the
Sub County Alcoholic Drinks Regulation and Control
Committee.
The MCAs present unanimously agreed to work
together with the residents and promised to always
involve them in such matters, for inclusion of their
views during law making.

Olkalou
In Olkalou Sub County, the area residents urged
the County Government to monitor distribution of
alcohol in the County at cess collection points
and wipe out all illicit brews.
Members of the Assembly Committee thanked
the residents and bar owners from all the sub
counties for turning up in large numbers and
promised them that their views will be put into
consideration.
Other members of the Committee that were
present during the forums are Hon. Mbogo
Mburu (Weru), Mburu Githinji (Rurii) and Hon.
Justus Gaita (Kiriita)
Specially elected members present included
Hon. Wangari Methu, Hon. Loise Kimondo, Hon.
Jane Nyambura, Hon. Kariuki Ngaruiya, Hon.
Wanjiru Ndirangu, and Hon. Loise Kimondo.
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1.      That the County Government bars inspection team shall treat them with dignity, come up with a
schedule of specific things and/ or areas to be inspected and set a specific period when the
inspection exercise will be carried out
2.      That they will be allowed to come up with a formula which the County Government shall use to
reduce the number of bars in the County
3.      That the County Government shall harmonize provisions of the bill with respect to fines
imposed on those who will break it with what the national alcohol law provides.
4.      That the County Government shall subject provisions of sections 15, 16 and 17 of the bill to
public participation if they will come up. These sections are missing in the bill.
5.      That the County Government shall consider building walls around the learning institutions which
are within radius of less than 300 meters to bars instead of closing down the bars.
6.      That the County Government shall compel wines and spirits stalls to only be selling their drinks
in wholesale to licensed bar owners as a way of preventing people from drinking during the hours not
permitted by law.
7.      That County Government shall charge the bar license fees in conformity to provisions of the
County Finance Act (2019).
8.      That the County Government shall consider lowering the license fees for persons living with
disabilities who are in the alcohol business.
9.      That the County Governor H.E Francis Kimemia shall nominate the Chairman of the Nyandarua
Recreation and Entertainment Association to the County Alcoholic Drinks Management and Control
Board.
10.  That Deputy County Commissioners shall be replaced with MCAs in the Sub County Alcoholic
Drinks Regulation and Control Committee.
 

THE BAR OWNERS' WISHLIST

THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY’S POSITION

1.      The Assembly is unhappy that County Government took bar owners’ money and failed to issue
them with licenses which they applied for in 2018. The bar owners are now required to prepare
evidence to this effect and forward it to the office of the Clerk of the Assembly. This evidence will
form part of the report that will be presented to the House by the Committee for debate.
2.      All bar operators are advised to join associations. This will enhance sanity in the alcohol
industry as it happened in the matatu industry and shall also facilitate bar owners engagements with
the County government.
3.      The new law is aimed at bettering alcohol businesses but not destroying them
4.      The bar owners should always fulfil requirements of the law to avoid nuisance of some corrupt
law enforcement officers who take advantage of their circumstances to harass them.
5.      The Assembly is happy for the good turn up of residents and bar owners for public
participation, and their proposals shall be put into consideration

http/:assembly.nyandarua.co.ke
info@assembly.nyandarua.org

@nyandaruabunge
Nyandarua county assembly

We value your feedback
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