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Making Nyandarua Better

MCAs INTERROGATE THE BUDGET ESTIMATES
FOR FY 2019/ 2020



Nyandarua County Assembly’s Committee

of the Whole House last week interrogated

the Budget Estimates for the financial year

2019/ 2020 ahead of debate and approval by

the House.

The County Executive Committee Members

of various departments appeared before

and responded to questions raised by the

MCAs.

The total Budget Estimates amount to

Kshs. 6.5 Billion.

Among the issues raised on the document

was the County Government’s capacity to

raise a local revenue of the Kshs. 600

million it projects.

Budget and Appropriations Committee

Chairman, Hon. Kiiru Gachomba, said

measures must be put in place to ensure

that the projected amounts are realized in

accordance with the Finance Act.

The County Government’s commitment to

fully absorb the budgetary allocations was

questioned  since during the Financial Year

2017/ 2018, the County Government only

absorbed around Kshs. 2.8 Billion (44% of

the County’s budgetary allocations).

The Assembly Speaker Hon. Wahome

Ndegwa, MBS, expressed concerns over the

ballooning wage bill. Of his particular

disquiet was why the Assembly has not

been furnished with the County

Government’s payroll to interrogate and

why ECD teachers were not recruited

despite having set aside Kshs. 40 million for

that purpose.

 

CROSS EXAMINATION
OF THE 2019/2020
FINANCIAL YEAR

BUDGET ESTIMATES BY
THE MCAs

In response, the County Secretary, Hon.

Mwangi Kahiro, attributed the rise of the

wage bill to statutory annual salary

increments, salaries’ upward review by

the Salaries and Remuneration

Commission (SRC) and increments

awarded to nurses after their collective

bargain.

He, however, divulged that the County

government is planning for an external

payroll audit.

 

Kahiro further informed the committee

that it had become impossible for the

Government to hire a County Attorney,

and that the government would soon

provide a list of all engagements with

other development partners.

There were also questions of why the

government is yet to clear pending bills

despite allocating Kshs. 830 million for

that purpose in the supplementary budget.

In his submissions to the Committee, the

CEC Member for Transport, Energy and

Public Works, Hon. Ndung’u Wangenye

posited that his department had accrued

pending bills amounting to Kshs. 400

million, Kshs. 250 million of which had

been paid and that verification of another

Kshs. 27 million bills was in the process

and would be cleared before 20th June

2019.
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NO COMPROMISE ON ROADS’ MAINTENANCE
MACHINERY POLICY- MCAs

A section of Nyandarua County Assembly
members has threatened to withdrawal its
support from procurement of roads’
maintenance equipment if the County
Government will not come up with a policy to
guide its usage.
The Chairman of the Assembly’s Committee on
Transport, Energy and Public Works, Hon.
Mbogo Mburu, said that the Executive arm of
the County Government had promised to
develop the policy before the machines are
procured.
“We are worried that without a policy, these
machines might be concentrated in some
wards at the expense of others. By allocating
money for procurement of this equipment
before adopting a policy, we are putting the
cart before the horse,” said Mbogo.
 
 

“We are worried that without
a policy, these machines
might be concentrated in

some wards at the expense
of others. By allocating

money for procurement of this
equipment before adopting a
policy, we are putting the cart

before the horse,” said
Mbogo.  

Leshau Pondo Ward MCA, Hon. Gathungu
Kamau, and his Kipipiri Ward counterpart, Hon.
Paul Ngeche, threatened to revert to the old
system of contracting road works if the
government dares purchase the equipment
without the policy. “Look at NHIF. We
appropriated Kshs. 30 million in the
supplementary budget but MCAs cannot play
their oversight role on the money for lack of a
policy,” said Gathungu.They were speaking
when the CECM in charge of Finance and
Economic Planning, Hon. Mary Mugwanja,
appeared before the Assembly Committees of
the Whole House during interrogation of the
Budget Estimates for the 2019/ 2020 financial
year.
Hon. Mugwanja promised that a draft policy on
the machinery shall be ready by Friday this
week.  
“The ratified policy will be in place by the time
machines are bought. We are leveraging on the
policy of the National Government’s MTF fund,”
said Mugwanja.
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Hon. Mbogo further noted that the County
Government has not reviewed gravel Cess in
line with the Finance Act (2019).  
“In the finance bill, Cess for gravel was reviewed
from Kshs. 1,200 to Kshs. 600 because the
buying price for gravel is Kshs. 500. Changes in
the alcoholic drinks licenses’ fee have also not
been effected,” said Mbogo.There are also huge
disparities on Bills of Quantities (BQs) being
implemented on similar projects on various
wards.
In response, Hon. Mugwanja said the Finance
Act (2019) has been uploaded on the revenue
automation platform and did not know why the
changes had not been implemented.
She added that the Executive arm shall, this
week, form a multi-sectoral budget
implementation committee to investigate and
address such issues.
“The County Service Delivery Unit shall be
improved through procurement of Monitoring
and Evaluation software through the Kenya
Devolution Support Programme to automate all
projects in a way that they can be viewed on a
single page,” she said.
Wanjohi Ward MCA, Hon. Isaac Kung’u, said
that there should be another advisory body on
BQs.

There should be another
advisory body on BQs.-
Hon Isaac Kung'u

COUNTY GOVERNMENT TO PUT UP A KSHS. 1.2B
POTATOES’ PROCESSING PLANT IN OL’KALOU

Nyandarua CECM in charge of Industrialization,
Trade and Cooperatives, Hon. Muthoni Wamuiya,
last week told the Assembly’s Committee of the
Whole House that the much awaited potatoes’
processing plant shall cost Kshs. 1.2 Billion.
She added that a feasibility study has been done
and a decision reached, that it shall be put up in
Ol’kalou town on a 35-acre piece of land, part of
which is currently owned by the Prisons
Department.
Hon. Wamuiya said the feasibility study was carried
out by the Industrial and Commercial 

Development Corporation (ICDC) and that the
project has been allocated Kshs. 337 million in
the F/Y 2019/2020.Members expressed
concerns that the process of arbitration and
development of Midland Company Limited bore
no fruits despite having been allocated some
funds in the current financial year’s budget.
“This is an issue that should be treated with the
tenderness given to a baby and taken in small
steps at a time. There are a lot of emotions and
we are still struggling to know who the real
shareholders are,” said Wamuiya.
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READING OF BUDGET
ESTIMATES DRAWS NEAR
AS CECMS DECRY BEING
SIDELINED AT ITS
FORMULATION STAGE

Emotions ran high during the interrogation of the
Nyandarua County Budget Estimates for FY 2019/
2020 when a section of County Executive
Committee Members told the Assembly’s
Committee of the Whole House that it was not
involved in the Budget making process.
The County Executive Committee Member in
charge of Finance and Economic Planning, Hon
Mary Mugwanja, got incensed when asked why
she did not involve a section of the County
Executive Committee Members and the County
Public Service Board when making the County
budget.
Kipipiri Ward MCA Hon. Paul Ngeche interjected
when Hon. Mugwanja was responding to the
issues raised by the Committee.
 “Did you involve the Public Service Board
when making this budget?” asked Hon.
Ngeche.
 

“Yes. We sent economists to the Board offices but
they were sent back,” replied Hon. Mugwanja.
“This is a County Budget. If one does not want to work
with other people, we cannot force him. Why does
Jack want to take shortcuts to have his budget
increased? He ought to have come to my office,” she
continued.
“How wouldn’t I involve them yet I involve you Hon.
Members?” she posed.
The CEC Member for Water, Environment, Tourism
and Natural Resources, Hon. Simon Mwangi, could
not answer questions that had been raised by the
committee members since, he apprised the
committee, he was seeing the budget under
consideration for the very first time.

This sparked the rage of members, prompting an
abrupt adjournment of the sitting as the Central
Ward MCA, Hon. Mwangi Maitai, briefed the
CECM on the issues the committee would be
expecting him to address.
 
Weru Ward MCA Hon. Mbogo Mburu noted that
several other CECs had cited non-involvement in
the budget making process, adding that that is
why they were hoping the County Assembly
would increase their departments’ budgets yet the
Assembly can only alter one per cent of the
budget.
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T H E
U N R E S O L V E D
E C D E
T E A C H E R S ’
E M P L O Y M E N T
R I D D L E

there were no funds yet when Finance
CECM Hon. Mary Mugwanja appeared,
she was quick to slam the
allegation.According to her, the funds
were available and she could only answer
questions related to funding.Meanwhile
the CECM finance expressed optimism
that the County Government was likely to
hit its local revenue target of Kshs. 410
million, noting that it had been able to
raise Kshs. 353 million by the first week
of June 2019.  
She also said the County Government
was determined to clear all its pending
bills..

Hon. Faith Mbugua blames
the County Secretary, Hon.
Hiram Kahiro, over the
unresolved ECDE
employment riddle.

Nyandarua County Assembly  Committee of the

Whole House last week during the interrogation

of the budget estimates

Nyandarua County Executive Committee
Members (CECMs) last week engaged in a
blame game over employment of Early
Childhood Development Education (ECDE)
teachers.
Money had been allocated in the budget but no
teacher has been employed so far.
When Education, Gender Affairs, Culture and
Social Services, Hon. Faith Mbugua, appeared
before the Nyandarua County Assembly’s
Committee of the Whole House, she blamed
the County Secretary, Hon. Hiram Kahiro, for
this stalemate.  
In his defense, Hon. Kahiro, submitted to the
Committee that he had been informed that  
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CEC MURANI
EXPLAINS HIS
YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT
AGENDA TO THE
ASSEMBLY

Nyandarua CECM in charge of Youth, Sports and
the Arts, Hon. Murani Ngugi, today called upon
Members of the County Assembly to encourage
youth groups in their wards to hand in business
proposals with details of machineries and
equipment they require to his department for
support.
He was responding to a question raised by the
Assembly’s Committee of the Whole House on
the criteria the department uses when issuing
machineries and equipment to youth groups in
the County.
The County Government allocated Kshs. 23
million to the purchase of these equipment in the
2017/2018 financial year, Kshs 20.8 million in the
current financial year 2018/2019, and a further
nine million shillings has been proposed for
Financial Year 2019/2020.
Hon. Murani said the department has received
success stories from Njabini-Kiburu Ward and
other wards where youth groups had been
supported to put up green houses and start other
types of businesses.

Wanjohi Ward MCA, Hon. Isaac Kung’u, urged
the CEC to incorporate an aspect of training
and mentorship in the programme saying some
young people may have the will to run business
enterprises but may not achieve these dreams
due to lack of requisite skills.
Leshau Pondo MCA, Hon. Gathungu Kamau,
urged the CEC to ensure that there is fair
distribution of this equipment is all wards.
Hon. Murani said the department intends to
establish a database for County sports persons,
promote sports talent and ensure that their
profiles are raised so that their holders could
get monetary gains.
Other activities that the department intends to
carry out include enhancement of a music
production studio at a cost of Kshs. 2.5 million
and development of youth one stop
empowerment centers at a cost of three million
shillings.
The department has allocated Kshs. 1.05
million for talent search and identification, and
Kshs. 450,000 for talent development through
training.

22
The amount of money in
millions allocated this
financial year to the
Department of Youth,
Sports and the Arts for the
purchase of equipment and
machinery for the youth
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EDUCATION CECM
GIVES DETAILS ON
COUNTY BURSARY
FUND EMBEZZLERS

 
She added that the County Government
intends to organize a cultural festival, facilitate
the process of coming up with a County
Anthem and put up a social hall in Ol’kalou
Town, and had put money in the budget for
these purposes.
The CEC could, however, not explain the
circumstances under which the County
Government dropped the idea of hiring ECDE
teachers despite the fact that money for the
purpose had been put in the budget.
“I was informed that the plan to recruit the
teachers had been dropped by the County
Secretary” she said. Salaries for staff fall under
the office of the County Secretary.
A heated argument also ensued on what ranks
higher in the best interest of a child between
employment of teachers and the initiated
school feeding programme.
Other CECs who appeared before the
Committee are Hon. Dr. James Karitu
(Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries), Hon.
Lawrence Mukundi (Lands, Housing and
Physical Planning) and the Secretary to the
County Public Service Board Mr. Jack
Mbugua.
Hon. Mukundi told the Committee that the
County Spatial plan has been prepared and is
only awaiting formal presentation, approval by
the County Assembly and peer review by other
development partners.

Nyandarua County Assembly’s Committee of the
Whole House was last week told how crafty people
have been embezzling bursary funds meant to
support bright and needy children in the County.
The CEC in charge of Education, Gender Affairs,
Culture and Social Services, Hon. Faith Mbugua,
told the Committee that these swindlers have been
acting as middlemen between parents and the
bursary committees.
“I remember a case where a person had secured a
bursary cheque of more than fifty thousand for a
student who was supposed to join a national
school and then it was sold for Kshs. 15,000 to the
rightful beneficiary,” she said.
The beneficiary was nabbed as he tried to change
the name of the national school on the cheque and
replace with a smaller “affordable” school. The
County Government intervened and the student
was taken to a different national school.
 
The CEC also recounted a case where some older
men with no school going children wanted to
collect fifteen cheques. It was suspected that
names of the purported beneficiaries could even
be of nonexistent persons.
The Chairman of the Education, Gender Affairs,
Culture and Social Services Committee, Hon.
Sambigi Mukuria called for concerted efforts from
all stakeholders to wipe out this menace, and
urged the County Government to be more vigilant
when identifying beneficiaries, processing bursary
cheques and issuing them out.
The Education CEC was speaking when she
appeared before the committee which is
interrogating the Budget Estimates for the 2019/
2020 financial year.
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MEL, THE FORGOTTEN GOLD MINE: WHY NYANDARUA
SHOULD EMBRACE APICULTURE.

Remember the simile, as sweet as honey? Honey is not just a sweet treat, it has a powerful medicinal
value. Did you know that a tablespoon of honey can be the solution to some of the ailments we
embattle every now and then?
Apiculture refers to the maintenance of bee colonies, usually in man-made hives. According to a
pharmacognosy research, honey is one of the most highly valued natural products introduced to
humankind since ancient times, making its production a subject of great interest. 
Nyandarua County is best known for its agriculture; mostly potatoes farming, vegetables such as
cabbages, carrots and French beans, and dairy farming. The breathtaking splendor of the County is
not only to be found in its beautiful sceneries and the magnificence of the Aberdare ranges but also in
its sprawling fields of potatoes and abundance of milk.
However, the County holds more potential in regard to farming and, bee-keeping would be a major
milestone towards improving the agricultural sector. There are modern ways of bee-keeping that
make the process easier and the more productive. There are different types of bee-hives: the
traditional log hive, Kenya top-Bar Hive and Langstroth and farmers can opt for the most adequate.
Bee keeping is a sweet business but, like all other businesses, it has its share of challenges which the
County Government can team up with farmers to counter.
Echoing the words of Helen Nichols, if you are not taking full advantage of the nutritional and
medicinal value of honey, it’s time to do so because the benefits of honey are remarkable; they go
beyond our imagination. With the unprecedented rise in the number and severity of lifestyles diseases
in the current age, consumption of honey comes as a great substitute for the sugar that is as lethal as
it is sweet. It stands out as the best supplement for other forms of sugar that should be enjoyed in
moderation.
Sometimes we take tablets that are very bitter and disgusting yet the cure lies somewhere in
sweetness. Honey has been linked to health benefits like improved heart health, wound healing, and
blood antioxidant status. Honey is sweet and that gives one more motivation to embrace its intake.
This however, does not mean we abscond medical check-ups, but rather make it a habit of attending
medical check-ups as we consume honey.
One might ask whether the intake of honey can be unlimited. As the cliché goes, too much of anything
is poisonous, consuming too much honey has adverse effects due to its high sugar and calories
content.
Bee keeping, as a business, has the potential to generate the much needed revenue to the County in
addition to creating employment opportunities to the residents. Let us embrace apiculture for we have
much to gain than to lose. Drink, eat and apply honey on your bodies and enjoy the sweetness it
beholds. 8
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