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Making Nyandarua Better

MCAs NARRATE THE DEVOLUTION SUCCESS STORY, CHALLENGES
As the World Bank Visits Nyandarua County Assembly

A County Assembly Production.



World Bank

witnesses the

success story

of devolution

in Nyandarua

Nyandarua County Assembly was, last week,

privileged to host officials from the World Bank

whose visit was aimed at evaluating the success of

devolution in terms of service delivery to wananchi.

In a meeting held at the Assembly Hall and chaired

by Murungaru Ward MCA, Hon. Kariuki Muchiri,

the officials engaged chairpersons and vice

chairpersons of various committees of the

Assembly.

Of their particular interest were the Committee on

Health Services; Education, Gender Affairs,

Culture, and Social Services; Water, Tourism,

Environment, and Natural Resources; Agriculture,

Livestock Development, and Fisheries; and Lands,

Housing, Physical Planning, and Urban

Development Committees.

Nyandarua County was among the five counties the

World Bank selected across the country to gather

representative information on effectiveness of

devolution, or lack thereof, for the whole country.

The other counties selected were Nairobi, Kisumu,

Makueni, and Garissa.

Mr. Abdu Muwonge, a Senior Urban Specialist at

World Bank, and the head of the delegation

indicated that his team will eventually make

recommendations to the National Government and

the Council of Governors on how devolution

challenges experienced in the counties can be

addressed.

The World Bank, at the moment, has bankrolled

two programmes in various counties aimed at

accelerating economic growth- the Kenya

Devolution Support Programme (KDSP) and the

Kenya Urban Support Programme (KUSP).

Under the KDSP, Nyandarua was awarded Kshs. 282 M during the financial year 2017/18 and a further Kshs.

254 M during the F/Y 2019/2020 on meeting the minimum performance conditions set and emerging the best.

The KUSP has seen Nyandarua benefit from a Kshs. 50 M conditional grant meant for establishing the

Ol’Kalou Municipal Board and building its capacity. An additional Kshs. 135 M in the 2019/2020 budget will

be spent in beautifying Ol’kalou Town and attracting investors. The County is grateful to the World Bank for

the support. 1

The senoir urban specialist at World bank Mr Abdu Muwonge signs the
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EDUCATION, GENDER AFFAIRS, CULTURE
AND SOCIAL SERVICES

Education, Gender
Affairs, Culture &
Social Services
Committee
chairman
addresses
delegates from the
World Bank

      According to the Chairperson of the Education, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services Committee,             

Hon. Sambigi Mukuria, devolution has been felt at the Early Childhood Development Education (ECDE)  

level.

When making his presentation, he pointed out that new ECDE centers have been established in areas closer to

homes and Nyandarua has rolled out a school feeding programme.

“Establishment of ECDE centres close to homes and the introduction of free milk, saves transport costs for

parents and takes care of the nutritional wellbeing of the children. In return, an increased enrollment of children

in these centres has been recorded,” said Sambigi.

Sambigi told the World Bank that Nyandarua County Government has been putting up 50 ECDE classrooms

per year. 
He also said the County Assembly has passed a number of laws to help in the management of ECD Education

and consumption of alcohol in the County.

Among these laws are the County Bursary Fund Act (2014), County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act (2014),

Bursary Fund (Amendment) Act (2015), Early Childhood Education (Amendment) Act (2017), Bursary Fund

(Repeal) Act (2019) (ongoing) and the Alcoholic Drinks Control Bill (2019) (ongoing). 
As a matter of challenge, Sambigi further said that county governments have no common engagement platforms

with MPs where they can deliberate on effective bursary distribution.

“MPs and women reps won’t let you know whom they gave their bursaries to. The risk of awarding the same

beneficiaries twice or thrice while others have none looms,” said Sambigi.

He proposed that school principals should be furnishing the County Government with lists of needy students

indicating the ones that have benefited from constituency bursary and support from other areas.
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LANDS, HOUSING, PHYSICAL PLANNING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Murungaru Ward MCA, and a Member of the Lands,

Housing, Physical Planning, and Urban

Development, Hon. Kariuki Muchiri, said since the

advent of devolution, the County Government has

purchased parcels of land to create access roads

where there were none.

He also reported that parking lots, drainage systems,

and walkways in Ol’kalou town have been upgraded

with a stretch of in-town roads upgraded to asphalt

standards.

Kariuki who is also a member of the County

Assembly Service Board further intimated that

development of a spatial plan and zoning of Ol’kalou

town for the purposes of initiating controlled

development are at advanced stages.

“Once we acquire a spatial plan, you shall be able to

get the number of ECDE canters and the way they

are distributed across the County among other

services with the touch of a button,” said Muchiri.

He also reported that the County Assembly passed

the County Rating Act (2017) to promote operations

of the department of Lands, Physical Planning and

Urban Development.

Ol’kalou Town already has a municipal charter and a

manager, and the list of the names of persons who

should be in its board of management were tabled in

the House for vetting and approval last week.

Share of challenges in Lands
Unfortunately, the County Government lacks a

valuation roll to guide on taxation. It has also been

grappling with the challenge of double allocations of

parcels of land that was done before devolution.

Nyandarua has also been struggling with historical

injustices; a case in point being having invested in

Nyahururu Town which is in Laikipia, and then

shifting to Ol’Kalou to develop its headquarters.

“Nyandarua needs to be compensated for the

infrastructure left in Nyahururu,” said Hon. Kariuki

Muchiri.

Nyandarua is also in dire need of another Housing

Scheme since the only one by the National Housing

Corporation, is highly insufficient. The County also

faces a personnel challenge since it, presently, has no

physical planners.

While commenting on the sentiments thus raised, the

World Bank officials urged the government to ensure

that the Ol’kalou Municipal Board is established as

soon as possible.

“Counties that will have met our conditions will get a

share from a further Kshs. 10 Billion. This is what

you stand to lose if you fail to ensure that the board is

in place. Also, ensure that the minimum cost of your

projects is Kshs. 50 million,” said Mr. Abdu

Muwonge.

Wanjohi Ward MCA, Hon. Isaac Kung’u, while

contributing on the same matter, said counties have

been unable to employ some cadres of professionals

due to the financial capping put by the Salaries and

Remuneration Commission.
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WATER, TOURISM,
ENVIRONMENT AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

When making a presentation on water, the County Assembly’s Water Committee Chairperson, Hon. Mathu

Wainaina said 64 boreholes have been sunk in the County and that water pumping powered by solar energy,

He further said dams in various wards have been desilted and thousands of trees planted in various wards.

While contributing on the same, Leshau Pondo Ward MCA, Hon. Gathungu Kamau, was full of praises for

Leshau- Karagoine water project which he said, once completed, will transform lives in his ward and two

others in a big way.

He, however, noted that the project needs a financial boost to reticulate water to various destinations.

The National Government is in the process of constructing three dams in the County- Malewa dam at a cost of

Kshs. 17 Billion, Pesi dam at a cost of Kshs. 13 Billion and Kinja dam at a cost of four billion shillings.  
Conversely, Hon. Wainaina indicated that the department was also facing its fair share of challenges with only

20 per cent of the Nyandarua residents enjoying piped water, since the Kshs. 200 million allocated for water

services development has been inadequate.
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HEALTH
SERVICES

According to the Health Services Committee

Chairperson, Hon. Ngumo Ngamau, the greatest

challenge in the health sector lies in the shortage of

staff and insufficient budgetary allocation.

He said the recently launched CT scan at JM

Memorial Hospital Olkalou is not operational due to

lack of qualified staff.

“We have only nine doctors and 200 nurses, yet we

need 460 nurses. Our budgetary allocation is at 24%

and we appeal that you support us raise it to

between 28 and 30%,” said Ngamau.

Hon. Ngamau was, however, optimistic noting that

the number of Health facilities in the County has

risen from 44 to 82 since the advent of devolution.

AGRICULTURE,
LIVESTOCK 
DEVELOPMENT AND
FISHERIES

The Chairperson of the Agriculture, Livestock

Development and Fisheries Committee, Hon. Andrew

Kamau, accused the National Government of failing to

apply the Resources- Follow-Functions principle in the

counties.

“We are expected to do so much yet the resources are so

little. If you remove the funds from donors from the

Department of Agriculture’s budget, you will find that

the resources being committed to agriculture in the

counties are meagre,” said Kamau.

Hon. Kamau who is also the MCA for Gathaara Ward,

noted that semen and fertilizers’ distribution is only

made from National Government entities and they are

hardly improved. Further, the county has no room for

recruitment of staff in the agriculture sector.
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We value your feedback

County Assembly Chambers, ol Kalou
@Nyandarua CA

Nyandarua County Assembly

http:/assembly.nyandarua.go.ke

info@assembly.nyandarua.go.ke

+254743079333

NAMES OF PROPOSED OLKALOU MUNICIPAL
BOARD NOMINEES TABLED

Nominated member of the County Assembly, Hon.

Wanjiku Muhoho, last week tabled a list of names of

members nominated into the Ol’kalou Municipal

Board.

The nominees are: Ms. Priscillah Mwangi Mwirigi,

Mr. Josphat Warui Murage, Dr. Tom Kahigu, Mr.

Jonah Gicheru Munga, Mr. Elijah Mwangi Nyaga, Ms.

Hellen Njeri Njoroge and Ms. Elizabeth Mwihaki

Mucheru.

Other members who have been nominated to sit in that

board are the County Executive Committee Member

and the Chief Officer for the department of Lands,

Housing, Physical Planning and Urban Development.

The list was committed to the Committee on Lands,

Housing, Physical Planning and Urban Development

where it will be interrogated and later brought to the

House for debate.
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