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Making Nyandarua Better

HOUSE APPROVES THE 2019/ 2020 FY BUDGET
ESTIMATES



Nyandarua County Assembly on Friday approved the

County Budget Estimates for the 2019/ 2020

financial year amounting to Kshs. 6.5 Billion.

This is the seventh budget to be approved by the

House since the advent of devolution, and has raised

the total amount appropriated to various needs since

then to Kshs. 45.5 Billion.

This budget was prepared at time when the County

equitable share had been revised downward

significantly.

According to the budget statement of 2019,

Nyandarua County equitable share had decreased by

Kshs. 62 million compared to the equitable share for

2017/2018 financial year.

But there was good news before we went to press: a

joint mediation Committee made up of the Senate

and the National Assembly had resolved to increase

the counties equitable share by Kshs. 10 Billion.

2019/ 2020 FY
BUDGET
ESTIMATES

  APPROVED BY
THE HOUSE

This means that Nyandarua is likely to get over Kshs.

150 million more! This money will be accommodated

in the budget during the first supplementary budget.

This includes the County own revenue projection of

Kshs. 600 million to be collected in accordance with

the County Finance Act (2019/2020) that will be

passed by the House later in this financial year.

Concerns have however been raised on how feasibility

of this target bearing in mind that the County revenue

streams and modes of revenue collection used have

never met any projected target set in the last fiscal

years except in 2014/2015 when the revenue target

was achieved.

Budget and Appropriations Committee Chairman Hon

Kiiru Gachomba noted that in the 2017/2018 financial

year the government projected Kshs. 371 million but

only got Kshs. 318 million.

The entire County revenue envelop is Kshs. 6,516,221,990 which is broken down into recurrent

expenditure of Kshs.   4,167,330,829 representing 64 percent, and development expenditure of

Kshs. 2,348,891,161 representing 36 percent of the total budget.

An overview

The entire County revenue envelop is Kshs. 6,516,221,990 which is broken down into

recurrent expenditure of Kshs.   4,167,330,829 representing 64 percent, and development

expenditure of Kshs. 2,348,891,161 representing 36 percent of the total budget.
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The County is likely to incur more pending bills by

the end of the 2019/ 2020 financial year after it

insisted on retaining its revenue projections at Kshs.

600 million.

The Assembly Budget and Appropriations

Committee had revised it downwards from Kshs.

750 million to Kshs. 575 million upon approval of

the County Fiscal Strategy Paper (CFSP) but the

County Executive raised it again to Kshs. 600

million.

CFSP is one of the documents generated in the

budget cycle whose role among other things is to set

ceilings for projects and highlight financial

priorities of the Government.

The Budget and Appropriations Committee

Chairman Hon. Kiiru Gachomba who presented the

estimates to the House said the implication of this

upward deviation of the revenue projection is

artificial pending bills in development expenditure.

“These debts occasioned by unrealized revenues are

very unsuitable for our County,” said Hon.

Gachomba. 

 

MORE PENDING BILLS IN THE OFFING

As the County Government Deviates from the

CFSP, Sets “Unrealistic Revenue Goals”

This trend is contrary to provisions of the Public

Finance Management Act

The House was further concerned that the County

Government had allocated five million shillings for

trade shows and exhibitions despite the fact that four

million shillings allocated for the same purpose in

2018/2019 financial year has not been spent.

The County Branding has been allocated seven

million shillings over and above another allocation of

Kshs. 18 million allocated in the second

supplementary budget of 2018/2019 financial year.

However, the impact of this money in promoting our

County has not been felt except for the three road

signs erected along the Ol’kalou- Nyahururu Road,

Ol’kalou-Gilgil Road and Njabini- Fly over road.

Hon. Kiiru Gachomba

These debts occasioned
by unrealized revenues
are very unsuitable for
our County.
 

CEC Member Finance and Economic Planning , Mary
Mugwanja
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THE COMPLEX WORKERS’

COMPENSATION PUZZLE

Wage bill in Nyandarua County Government has continued to raise and is

expected to hit Kshs. 1.9 Billion in this financial year.

The wage bill was at Kshs. 1.6 Billion in the 2016/

2017 financial year hence increasing by Kshs. 0.3

Billion, a figure that has not been explained with

substantiated facts.

Budget and Appropriations Committee Chairman

Hon. Kiiru Gachomba said presentation by the County

Secretary (CS) Hon. Hiram Kahiro could not be

verified due to lack of submission of IPPD data that

had been requested by this Committee.

“For instance, from the CS presentation, the total

County gratuity is Kshs. 17 million but the Budget

Estimate FY 2019/2020 has allocated Kshs. 41

million for the purpose,” said Gachomba.

He added, “This means that Kshs. 23 million is

unaccounted for albeit the projected employments of

Chief Officers which is overdue since last Financial

Year.”

During interrogation of the budget, the County

Secretary told the Budget Committee that the total

County Casual workers, short term contract, ECDE

teaching Assistants and polytechnics tutors are paid

via the automated excel known as pay flex.

The House however noted that there are still monies

set aside for payment of casual and contracted staff

such as guards in departments of Public

Administration and ICT; Agriculture, Livestock

Development and Fisheries; Industrialization, Trade

and Cooperative development and Health services

among others.

“This is duplication of Monies already catered for

under County secretaries Office. This not only

escalates the wage which is already ballooned, but

also demonstrates just how public funds are put on

activities that do not justify taxation,” said

Gachomba.

The total County gratuity is Kshs.
17 million but the Budget Estimate
FY 2019/2020 has allocated Kshs.

41 million for the purpose. This
means that Kshs. 23 million is

unaccounted for albeit the
projected employments of Chief

Officers which is overdue since last
Financial Year.

Budget and Appropriations Committee Chairman

Hon. Kiiru Gachomba

Hon. Kiiru Gachomba
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AGRICULTURE GETS THE LEAST
BUDGETARY ALLOCATION

Is Nyandarua in line with President Uhuru’s Big Four

Agenda?

Percentage estimate of 
allocation to agriculture

in the current 2019/2020
budget estimates

4.8%

The Agriculture sector got the least allocation in

the Budget Estimates for 2019/ 2020 financial

year.

This is despite the need for alignment of the budget

with the Big Four Agenda of the Jubilee

Government and other international treaties, where

food security features prominently. 

Productive sector got an allocation of Kshs.

730,542,399 which is more than double the

allocated amount to Agriculture sector of Kshs.

312,311,166.

Budget and Appropriations Committee Chairman

Hon. Kiiru Gachomba who presented the budget

noted that there is an inverse relationship which

must be corrected for the two sectors to create

matching synergies.

Nyandarua is an agricultural food basket both for

Mt. Kenya region and the entire Country.

“As a county seeking to improve the economic and

social welfare of its people, efforts must be

channeled towards allocating more funds to this

sector to guarantee economic freedom promise as

contained in the Nyandarua County Integrated

Development Plan 2018-2022,” said Gachomba.

However, the department of Agriculture, Livestock

Development and Fisheries absorbed only 23

percent of its total budgetary allocation in the last

financial year, and this affected additional

allocation.

As a county seeking to improve
the economic and social

welfare of its people, efforts
must be channeled towards

allocating more funds to this
sector to guarantee economic
freedom promise as contained

in the Nyandarua County
Integrated Development Plan

2018-2022
Hon. Kiiru Gachomba.
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HOUSE ADOPTS

ROADS

MAINTENANCE

EQUIPMENT POLICY

The County Government
has factored in Kshs. 259
million for procurement of
road maintenance
equipment

Nyandarua County Assembly on Friday adopted a

policy that shall guide usage of roads maintenance

machinery set to be bought by the County Government

in the 2019/ 2020 financial year.

Formulation of the policy is one of the key conditions

that Members of the County Assembly had set for the

Executive in order to allow it procure the equipment

which will be distributed across wards.

The County Government has factored in Kshs. 259

million for procurement of the machinery.

The Assembly has noted that when monies are

allocated without policies and requisite legal

framework they end up being reallocated to others

areas that were not under consideration when setting

the said monies aside.

The Nyandarua County Mechanical Equipment, Plant

and Machinery Management Policy (2019) was

approved with minor amendments.

The MCAs noted that unlike the contracting system,

the in-house infrastructural development system shall

promote equitability in roads maintenance across the

County.

“If we acquire these machines, the government will be

more efficient since they will do double the work and

hence cover a large area. This policy is purposed to

make work easier,” said Hon Mbogo Mburu,

Chairman Transport, Energy and Public Works.

Wanjohi Ward MCA, Hon. Isaac Kung’u, urged the

Executive to involve MCAs when developing work

plans for the equipment, for better oversight.

 
The Assembly Deputy Speaker, Hon. Zachary Njeru,
urged the County Department of Transport, Energy
and Public Works to borrow a leaf from counties that
have an in-house system of making culverts.
“We can as well make culverts here, hence increasing
their affordability. And in so doing, we shall solve the
issues of poor drainage in our County,” said Hon.
Njeru.
According to the policy, there shall be five units of
equipment in the County where each shall have
among other equipment, a lorry, an excavator and a
grader.
All the 25 wards in the County have been grouped
into five clusters and each cluster shall have one unit.
Each of the units shall have a manager.
Further, one of the Ward Administrators in each
cluster of wards shall be appointed as the unit
secretary.
Fuel cards for the equipment shall however be
maintained at the ward level, and the ward
administrators shall ensure that they are not misused.
The policy further provides that the unit managers
shall automate the fuel card transaction while the
cluster MCAs shall play an oversight role in the whole
process.
Some of the challenges expected in this initiative
include identification of sources of money to procure
the equipment, hiring of staff and the approval of
loans to ensure that acquiring of these units goes on
smoothly.
Githioro Ward MCA Hon. Sambigi Mukuria said if
the policy is well implemented, it will be of great
benefit to the farmers since Nyandarua is an
agricultural County that highly depends on road
transport to take farm produce to the market.

Hon. Mbogo Mburu
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The Assembly Speaker Hon. Ndegwa Wahome in his

remarks said the notice is illegal and has not effect or

consequence on any Nyandarua resident from now

moving forward, until it is resolved conclusively by

the House.

He added, “I feel very happy today because this

House has reestablished its position and restored its

dignity. There is no gazette notice that can avail itself

without a statutory instrument, a guideline, policy or

a subsidiary legislation behind it. …I am therefore

happy for you for calling an illegality by its name,”

he said.

Wanjohi Ward MCA Hon Isaac Kung’u said public

participation and serious dialogue ought to have been

done on the matter

“Kenya is a secular state. What will seventh day

church followers and Muslims do when this order is

enforced,” he posed.

Githioro Ward MCA Hon. Sambigi Mukuria said by

failing to follow provisions of the law, the Executive

had usurped powers of the Assembly.

“People who only go to the market on Sundays

should be given their space. This is a selfish way by

some people to shield themselves from competition,

and religion cannot be an excuse to frustrate other

business people,” said Sambigi.

He added that no scientific research has proved that

ban of Sunday trading can increase the number of

people who go to church.

- Hon Paul Ngeche

ASSEMBLY LIFTS SUNDAY TRADING
EMBARGO AT ENGINEER TOWN

Nyandarua County Assembly has today suspended

a gazette notice banning Sunday trading at

Engineer Town in the County.

The order was issued and gazetted by

Industrialization, Trade and Cooperatives CECM

Hon. Muthoni Wamuiya on 10th May 2019, to

allegedly invoke observance of Sunday as a day of

worship and to shield traders from competition

brought by nonresidents.

Kipipiri Ward MCA Hon. Paul Ngeche who moved

the motion noted that the order ought to have been

taken to the Assembly together with the

explanatory memoranda, which was not done.

“No consultation was done whatsoever, the

Statutory Instruments Act (2013) and the Standing

Order number 191 was not followed,” he explained.

No consultation was done whatsoever, the Statutory Instruments Act
(2013) and the Standing Order number 191 was not followed

Hon. Paul Ngeche

Hon. Isaac Kung'u
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County member from Kipipiri ward, Hon. Wangari Methu, has expressed concerns over garbage collection and

the status of drainage systems in Nyandarua.

She said garbage has been piling up in some towns and trading centers, posing health risk to the residents.

She made the remarks while seeking a statement from the chairperson, Committee of Health Services Hon.

Ngumo Ngamau on the status and the number of the garbage trucks and exhausters in the department, garbage

collection points and their schedule of operation.

GARBAGE

COLLECTION

PROCESS AND

DRAINAGE

SYSTEM PROBE

INVESTIGATING NON

PERFORMANCE OF

CATTLE DIPS

The Assembly Committee on Agriculture,

Livestock Development and Fisheries led by

its chairman Hon. Andrew Kariuki has been

doing site visits on cattle dips around the

County with a view of investigating challenges

that lead to their non-performance.

Among the challenges found so far are issues

to do with grabbing of their lands, poor

management and lack of acaricides supplies.

Some of the wards visited are Ol’Kalou,

Kaimbaga and Wanjohi.

MR & MISS TOURISM

NYANDARUA COUNTY

(2019)

Nyandarua County Assembly takes this opportunity

to congratulate the winners of the Mr. & Miss

Tourism Nyandarua county (2019).

Our Speaker Hon. Ndegwa Wahome has affirmed

that the Assembly shall endeavor to support the youth

agenda especially their quest for opportunities of

advancing their talents and skills.Mr & Mrs Nyandarua County 7
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